
How High Should I Stack? 
  

Forklift operators are often faced with the 
challenge of stacking a wide variety of prod-
ucts. Each product has different characteris-
tics that requires stacking them using different 
techniques and to different heights. But one 
principle holds true. No matter what we are 
stacking if the bottom isn’t adequately sup-
ported the stack is in danger of falling over. 
And every time a stack falls over we should 
investigate it as if a potential fatality had oc-
curred. It is that serious. 
 
To reduce the potential for falling stacks some 
facilities that handle a variety of products have 
developed stacking guidelines for each prod-
uct. But while stacking guidelines are helpful 
in training new operators it is ultimately the 
forklift operators responsibility to stack in a 
safe manner. Forklift operators must exercise in-
dependent judgment based on site specific condi-
tions that may require stacking to lower heights. 
 
Some things to consider are the: 
 Stability of the load 
 Stacking surface (slope, etc.) 
 State specific rules for material handling (e.g. OAR 437-002-0221) 
 Physical limitations of your forklift (including height of load backrest). 
 Skill of your operators 
 
 

The photograph above illustrates another potential danger. Never stack or 
remove material in a manner that allows any material to have the potential of 
falling over the top of the mast and onto the overhead guard. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 Analyze the stability of your stacks of material. 
 If you are having stacks fall over investigate the root cause and take 

steps to correct any problems.  
 Consider whether you need to develop stacking guidelines which can 

then be used as a training tool.  
 Ensure your forklift operators are held accountable for stacking material in 

a safe manner. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Forklift Train the Trainer 
Schedule 

  

July 22 - Eugene 
September 23 - Salem 
September 30 - Medford 
October 21 - Eugene 
November 4 - Bend 
 

 

Register online at:  

www.d2000safety.com  

or email: 

bhulberg@d2000safety.com 

Forklift Safety: Newsletter 

Our programs reflect:  
 
ANSI/ASSE Z490.1 Criteria for Ac-
cepted Practices in Safety, Health, 
and Environmental Training 

P.O. Box 2939 
Eugene, OR 97402 
 

800.551.8763 
d2000safety.com 

 

Safety and Rescue Training 

Confined Space 

Fall Protection 

Excavation 

Forklift 

for high-hazard work activities 

Have a forklift safety  
story or photo to 

share? 
  
Please send it to Bruce at: 
 

bhulberg@d2000safety.com  
 
We will not publish company 
or individual’s names. You 
can also contact Bruce to be 
added to our newsletter email. 
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