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Forklift Safety: Newsletter

Fork Length - What Does It Matter?

As a forklift operator you may not pay much attention to the length of your
forks because they are the same length every day when you get on your fork-
lift. But there are several principles involving fork length that you should keep
in mind.

Load Support
If you handle a variety of products you need to be

sure that your forks extend far enough under the
oad to provide enough support. As a general rule
Hyster recommends that your forks extend at
east two thirds of the way under the load. How-
ever you must consider the characteristics of
your load. Your forks would certainly need to ex-
tend completely under the load when handling unbanded or loose material.

Fork Extensions

For some applications using fork extensions might make sense. But remem-
ber that using such attachments has the potential to change the center of
gravity of the load by moving it farther away from the load backrest and there-
fore would affect the capacity of your forklift.

Stacking/Unstacking
If your forks are longer than your load you may risk damaging product
as you stack and unstack your load. Therefore you need to be aware of
how far your forks stick out from the other
side of your load. A best practice would be to
space your stacks of product with enough
room so the tips of the forks won’t damage or
tip over the product behind.

For loads where the weight distribution is uneven be sure to place the heavy
side of the load against the load backrest.

Borrowing a Different Forklift l
Have you ever examined all the forklifts at

your facility to find out how long their forks are? | measured the forks at one
facility and found that they ranged in length from 40 1/2 inches to 52 1/2 inch-
es. Imagine for a moment, that your forklift breaks down and you need to bor-
row another forklift. If you normally use 52 1/2 inch forks and you borrow the

forklift with 40 1/2 inch forks you might have a problem. The reverse would
also be true.




