
What’s Wrong With Free Rigging? 
  
It’s been said that necessity is the mother of 
invention. So when forklift operator’s are faced 
with moving a variety of unusual material they 
have come up with innovative ways to accom-
plish the task. One of these ways is what is 
often called “free rigging”. 
 
Free rigging is the practice of attaching any of 
a variety of rigging equipment (such as chains, 
slings, shackles, rings, etc.) directly to the 
forks and suspending an object below the forks. 
 
The problem is that free rigging, even though common, poses several haz-
ards.  

• The use of a sling, etc. can be considered to be a modification by OSHA 
and therefore requires the manufacturers written approval.  

 

• Attaching chains, slings, etc. directly to the forks does not use an ap-
proved lifting attachment such as the one pic-
tured here, which is designed to prevent the 
rigging from slipping off a metal fork, reduce 
friction from a sling rubbing against the edge 
of the fork, and to center the load evenly be-
tween both forks. Sometimes employees will 
suspend an object from only one fork which 
again affects the center of gravity. 

 
Please remember that the use of any attachments that affect the capacity 
or safe operation of the forklift requires a new data plate. 

 

• A suspended load has a dynamic, and therefore unpredictable, effect on 
the forklifts stability, so extreme caution should always be exercised when 
operating with suspended loads. 

 
Suspended loads are more prone to swinging due to the movement of the 
forklift, wind, etc. which can change the center of gravity of the forklift 
enough to cause tip over.   

 
 
 
 

 

Forklift Train the 
Trainer Schedule 

  

April 12 - Boardman  
April 19 - Eugene 
May 24 - Medford 
 

 

Register online at:  

www.d2000safety.com  

or email: 

bhulberg@d2000safety.com 

Forklift Safety: Newsletter 

Our programs reflect:  
 
ANSI/ASSE Z490.1-2009 Criteria for 
Accepted Practices in Safety, Health, 
and Environmental Training 

P.O. Box 2939 
Eugene, OR 97402 
 

800.551.8763 
d2000safety.com 

 

Safety and Rescue Training 

Confined Space 

Fall Protection 

Excavation 

Forklift 

for high-hazard work activities 

Have a forklift safety  
story or photo to 

share? 
  
Please send it to Bruce at: 
 

bhulberg@d2000safety.com  
 
We will not publish company 
or individual’s names. You 
can also contact Bruce to be 
added to our newsletter email. 
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