
Inspect a Van Before Loading or       
Unloading 
  

 
A van moving or shifting while loading or 
unloading can cause a whole series of 
expensive problems.  
 
While most forklift operators agree that 
chocks are good idea, that may be just 
one of several safety steps that your com-
pany should require to keep a van station-
ary and safe during loading or unloading.  
 
Here are some important points to consid-
er:  
 

 Rear impact guard (ICC bar): Damage may prevent  a dock lock from en-
gaging fully and may indicate the presence of other damage to the trailer 
which can impact the capacity of the van. 

 Front landing gear: Damage might cause the landing gear to collapse. 

 Undercarriage: Examine the cross members of the undercarriage for 
missing pieces, excessive corrosion, or permanent deformation. 

 Look for missing rivets near the bottom of the van. 

 Exterior walls: Look for cuts/tears that exceed twelve inches or that affect 
more than one trailer side post. 

 Rear doors and its hinges should be examined for damage. 

 Interior walls: Look for damage within two feet of the floor in the sheeting 
and vertical posts.   

 Van roof: Look for signs of damage. 

 Van floor: Must be sound and capable of supporting the combined weight 
of the  forklift and the load. 

 
 
Deficiencies in these nine areas may indicate 
possible serious damage to the van. Based on 
the extent of any damage noted you will need 
to determine whether the van is safe to load or 
unload.  
 
 
 

 

Forklift Train the 
Trainer Schedule 

  

January 24 - Eugene 
April 18 - Eugene 
May 16 - Boardman 
Jun 13 - Medford 
October 3 - Eugene 
 

 

Register online at:  

www.d2000safety.com  

or email: 

bhulberg@d2000safety.com 

Forklift Safety: Newsletter 

Our programs reflect:  
 
ANSI/ASSE Z490.1-2009 Criteria for 
Accepted Practices in Safety, Health, 
and Environmental Training 

P.O. Box 2939 
Eugene, OR 97402 
 

800.551.8763 
d2000safety.com 

 

Safety and Rescue Training 

Confined Space 

Fall Protection 

Excavation 

Forklift 

for high-hazard work activities 

Have a forklift safety  
story or photo to 

share? 
  
Please send it to Bruce at: 
 

bhulberg@d2000safety.com  
 
We will not publish company 
or individual’s names. You 
can also contact Bruce to be 
added to our newsletter email. 
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